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The  Lotjtoor  addressed 
to  Foreign  vlnigter  'V'SHIDA 
from  SHIRATORI,  Toshlo 


December  10,  1945 


Dear  Mr.  Yoshidai 


It  was  more  than  sixteen  years  ago  that  Baron  Shldehara, 
as  Foreign  Minister  and  yourself  as  vice-minister,  were  good  ' 
enough  to  nominate  me  as  weekly  lecturer  on  foreign  affairs  be¬ 
fore  the  Fmperor.  That  privileged  post  which  I  held  for  nearly 
three  years  afforded  me  the  rare  opportunity  of  observing  and 
studying  the  personality  of  our  Sovereign  at  a  close  range. 

As  a  result,  I  could  thoroughly  convince  myself  of  his  Innate 
love  of  peace,  his  thirst  for  truth,  and  his  genuine  anxiety 
for  the  welfare  of  his  people.  Especially  Keen,  T  found,  were 
his  Interest  in  foreign  affairs  and  his  deslr^  Cor.  .^ood  rplatlms 
with  other,  nations.  It  seemed  tc  me  that  he  had  an  instinctive 
mlstisast  of  the  military  and  that  nothing  worse  became  him  than 
his  title  of  Generalissimo  and  the  military  uniform  in  which  he 
had  always  to  appear  in  public. 

When  the  Manchurian  affair  occurred  his  reaction  to  it  was 
unmistakable.  I. learned  at  the  time  on  good  authority  that,  for 
the  first  few  months,  both  the  Var  Minister  and  the  Chief  of 
General  Staff,  were  taken  sharply  to  task  almost  at  every  txirn 
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Whenever  they  were  rrcrivcfl  jn  uudlmc^  by  His  Majesty  for 
report  on  matters  under  their  jurisdiction.  T  myself  remrmbor* 
his  asking  me  several  times  ehether  such  and  such  decision  by 
the  Government  had  been  taken  on  the  initiative  of  the  Fonr  ign 
Office  or  of  the  War  Ministry.  In  short,  I  felt  that  he  was 
in  every  respect  true  to  type  as  Tenno  of  Japan.  But  the 
current  of  affairs  set  in  motion  by  the  Manchurian  imbroglio 
rapidly  gathered  such  a  momentm,  that  it  carried  ‘everything 
before  it.  No  man,  however  wise  or  virtuous  could  have  stopped 
it  before  it  had  run  its  course.  Tt  did  run  its  course  to  a 
finish  and  here  we  are  amidst  the  abyss . 

Stupefied  by  the  fearful  blow  dealt  them,  the  Japanese 
people  are  for  the  moment  altogether  at  a  loss  what  to  think 
or  believe.  Hitherto,  we  called  this  country  of  ours  »'thc 
land  of  Gods"  and  the  ihnperor  the  Son  of  Heaven  and  with  a 
light  heart,  believed  in  Divine  help  In  case  of  real  need. 
Kamikaze  in  their  sense,  however,  did  not  come  after*  on. 
were  visited.  Instead,  by  earthquakes,  typhoons,  floods,  and 
famine.  What  they  liked  to  call  a  holy  war  ended  In  an 
egnominious  defeat  and  the  country,  for  the  first  time  In  its 
history,  is  placed  under  the  occupation  of  foreign  armies,  ip 
face  of  these  dire  facts,  the  disillusionment  of  the  people  is 
complete.  Disappointed  and  exasperated,  they  are  throwing  to 
the  winds  what  faith  they  had  ••  in  Kami -Sams  .  and  thflr  evaluation 
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this  nation's  bistc-r  and  of  the  T^o  systnm  Is  naturally 
at  Its  lowest  ebb.  The  state  of  things  prevailing  In  Japan 
today  reminds  one  forcibly  nf  frr.-  gloomy  chapter  In  Hebrew 
history  where,  their  country  lost  8:.3  groaning  under  the  Homan 
yoke,  the  people  eagerly  longed  for  the  coming  of  the  prophesied 
resslah  who  would  give  them  back  their  ancient  glory  under 
David  and  Solomon.'  It  was  Jesus  of  Hazareth,  however,-  who  did 
come,  an  entirely  different  sort  of  Messiah  who  told  them  to 
"render  unto  Ceasar  that  which  Is  Ceasar's  and  unto  God  that 
which  la  God's".  That  was  exactly  the  contrary  of  their 
expectation.  So  they  finally  lent  th-mselvrs  to  the  commission 
of  that  irrevocable  crime  of  murdering  their  Christ  on  the 
cross.  Similarly,  are  not  the  Japanese  people  of  today,  having 
asked  of  their  Deity  and  of  their  Tenno  what  they  ought  not 
to  have  asked  and  not  getting  it,  so  deeply  chagrined  that 

they  are  on  the  point  of  giving  themselves  over  to  an  ever- 

\ 

lasting  nay?  while  It  seems  to  me  that  now.  If  ever.  Is  the 
time  for  us  all  to  turn  to  Heaven  In  all  humbleness  of  heart 
and  In  profound  repentance,  the  actual  tendency  Is  quite  the 
reverse.  That  Is  the  most  deplorable  phase  of  the  whole 
situat j  on . 

Take  an  oblong  sheet  of  paper  and,  raiding  It 

twice  as 
like  this 
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into  1  ivv  Marts  of  equal  width  and  you  will  have  nine 
pieces  of  paper  like  those  enclosed  herewith.  You  will 
find  that  they  can  be  put  together  so  as  to  form  the 
tv/o  Chinese  characters  signifying  Japan  (  Q  ^  ) . 

Take  it  to  pieces  again  and  arrange  the  cuttings  In 
another  v/ay  and  you  will  get  a  cross  (  "IT  )  and  the 
word  hell  (irriL). 

Please  do  not  imagine,  desr  vr .  Yoshlda,  that  T  am 

trifling  with  you,  for  J  am  quite  serious.  I  read  about  this 

puzzle  several  years  ago  in  a  book  entitled  ’’Th?  Three  J's 

Proposition”  (Japan,  Jesus,  and  Jews),  by  the  late  Vr .  Sakai, 

head  of  the  Japano- Jewish  Association.  The  puzzle  is  said  to 

have  been  invented  by  an  English  hospital  nurse  during  the 

first  World  War.  How  a  foreigner,  with  perhaps  little  Icnowledgo 

of  Japan  and  the  Japanese  language,  could  have  made  it  may  in 

Itself  be  considered  somewhat  of  a  mystery.  At  any  rate,  for 

us  Japanese  reduced  to  the  present  predicament,  It  Is  too 

grimly  suggestive’  to  be  lightly  dismissed  as  a  m-re  piece  of 

amusement.  Indeed  I  venture  to  think  that  it  may  not  be  too 

much  to  say  that  the  future  of  Japan  larfrely  <ieo'-nds  upon  how 

we  solve  this  puzzle  and  what  we  r<-ad  into  't.  The  palpable 

implication  of  the  riddle  is  tl->ot,  to  begin  with,  tv^e  whole 

< 

make-up  of  the  old  Japan  ( .K  )  must  bo  taken  to  pieces  and 
that  all  chaffs,  abuses,  sins  and  impurities  must  bo  discarded 
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and  borne  away  to  thr  shad-3  brlrw  (iril),  until,  after  the 
great  purge,  tlout  only  remains  which  Is  symboliacd  by  the 
cross  (  )  ■  The  process  of  d Islntergratlon  has  been  ga’n 

on  in  Ml  swing  under  our  very  eyes.  Dull  would  he  be  of 
mind  who  were  to  fall  to  discern  In  all  that  th-  ixnseen  hand 
of  the  Almighty.  No  less  patent  must  It  be  that  that  same  hand 
shall  guide  the  building  up  of  tho  new  structure.  Thus  the 
marrow  and  essence  of  the  whole  problem  before  us  would  seem 
to  be  the  cross,  V/hat  exactly  may  that  mean?  May  that  Imply 
that  Japan  Is  to  be  Christianized  oxat^ight?  Tt  might  or  it 
might  not,  for  religion  Is  admittedly  too  complex  a  matter  to 
be.  settled  out  of  hand  one  way  or  the  other . 

Now  the  cross  is  generally  supposed  to  be  the  symbol  exclu¬ 
sively  of  Chrlsltanity .  Seeing,  however,  that  ^-sus  told  his 
desclples  on  several  occasions  to  "take  xxp  their>  cross",  it 

I 

does  not,  to  my  mind,  necessarily  represent  the  wooden  cross 
on  v/hich  Christ  was  crucified.  Rather  may  It  not  be  presumed 
that  the  Hebr<^w  people  had  always  regarded  It  ns  s^arbollc  of 
the  Supreme  Being,  omnipresent  through  tln.e  (vertical)  and  space 
(horizontal),  which  Is  variously  called  In  various  ages  and 
climes?  It  is  said  that  the  two  Shrines  at  Tse  which  tog-'ther 

,  I  ^7  )  also  repres^'nt,  by  the 

make  one  temple  i  aC  /A - lI - '  ^  t' 

different  ways  In  which  the  cross-beam^  on  th' Ir  respective 
roofs  arc  cut  out,  a  cross,  l.e.  time  (the  Inner  Shrine)  and 
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spaco  (the  Cutc-r  Shrine).  It  is  inorr  over  said  that  on  the 
back  of  the  Sacred  Mirror  of  the.  Inner  Shrine  is  to  be  found 
a  wrUing  in  which  apparently  is  the  Hebrew  alphabet;  nrd , 
attain,  that  one  of  the  gates  to  the  temple  at  .TerusalpTr  bear's 
the  Crest  of  Chrysanthemum  with  sixteen  petals.  Tt  is  p.«>rhaps 
because  of  these  and  many  other  similarities  In  matt'^rs 
pertaining  to  the  worship  of  Goa,  besides  rr.a»'k''d  affinities 
in  racial  traits,  that  the  .Taporrar  and  Jewish  p'^oples  are  con- 
.sidered  to  be  closely  related  to  each  other  by  some  observers 
b*th  native  and  foreign  .  To  what  extent  such  a  surmise  may  be 
verified  by  strictly  scientific  research^'s  rerra.Vns  to  be  3e®n. 
Be  that  as  it  might,  there  is  in  my  opinion  one  aspect  in  this 
connection  which  is  of  immediate  concern  to  this  nation  at  the 
present  juncture.  As  it  is  to  the  det.  rior.atlon  of  their  ideas 
about  God  and  especially  tholr  idolatrous  tendency  that  the 
downfall  of  the  Israelites  as  a  nation  Is  generally  attributed, 
so  may  it  not  be  said  that  the  root  cause  of  our  pr.°sent  debacle 
is  the  beclouding  and  abuse  of  the  true  spirit  of  Shinto  on  one 
hand,  and  on  the  other ,  the  apathy  to  matters  of  worship  or 
its  utter  materialization  on  the  part  of  so  lar^r®  a  section  of 
tho  people?  Just  as  Hebraism  taught  by  Hoses  b«com<-  so 
twisted  or  reduced  to  formalism  at  the  hands  of  later  Israelites 
that  God  sent  down  Christ  among  them  "not  to  destroy  but  fulfil 
the  law",  so  for  Shintoism  of  Japan,  if  it  really  means  the 
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^  »vvny  of  God”,  a  thorough-goint:  cvcrh-'.nl  la  lonr  nv-rdur  .  And 

since  there  cannot  bo,  in  the  notvrr  of  things,  two  universal  ^ 
Gods  nor  two  ways  of  one  God,  and  inasmuch  as  the  true  attrib¬ 
utes  of  the  Supreme  Being  have  nowhere  so  unmistakably  been 
made  manifest  as  by  Jesus  who  "spake  ns  never  man  spake",  T 
for  one  see  no  reason  why  the  teachings  of  Christ  should  not 
be  accepted  by  us  Japanese  without  any  reserve  .  Quite  a  few 
Shintoist 3  freely  admit  that  a  genuine  and  true  interpretation 
of  Shintoism  would  bring  it  bery  near  Christianity.  Now  that 
the  dlehards  are  out  of  the  way,  the  me te.morphosi  s  might  prove 
much  easier  of  accomplishment  than  is  commonly  imagined. 

Although  a  wide  dissemination  of  Christianity  among  the 
people  ns  n  religion  in  its  accepted  form  will  not  be  ar  easy 
affair  and  will  in  any  case  take  a  long  tU'r  ,  tb»  history  of 
Buddhism  in  Japan  shows  that  it  would  by  no  m-ans  he  Impossible 
The  question  only  is  if  we  can  afford  to  wait  such  a  tedious 
development  or  to  bear  with  n  sert  of  repetition  of  the. 
uninteresting  Buddhist  history  of  Japan.  In  this  connection 
it  strikes  me,  indeed  it  muot  occur  to  every  Japanese  who 
ponders  on  the  matter  at  all  seriously,  that  a  key  to  a  quicker 
solution  of  the  whole  question  ml,:ht  be  found  in  the  Tenno 
system.  Suppose  the  Rmperor  were  thoroughly  to  Christianize 
hlmsolf  in  spirit  and,  in  person,  to  lead  the  entire  nation  in 
that  direction.  V7nuld  not  that  result  in  practically 
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J  p'ln  rholf'sale  end  at  fi  stroke?  A  Tonno 
speaking  to  his  people  in  the  spirit  and  language  of  Christ 
and  practicing  the  Cosprl  doctrines  both  in  Ceurt  and 
Government  v/ould  be  far  more  in  keeping  with  the. scheme  of 
things  in  undistroted  Shintoism  than  the  figures  of  some  of 
our  former  monarchs  who  wore  black  robes,  rend  sutras ,  and 
prayed  for  their  own  rebrlrth  in  some  raradlse  afar  off. 

The  people  of  Japan  are  now  called,  uro*^  to  ’ecld.r  whether 
or  not  to  cont.'.nue  the  Tmuo  regime  In  futur^  .  Given  freedom 
of  expression,  the  answer  In  all  probability  would  be  in  the 
affirmative.  But  that  would  not  appear  to  me  to  be  the  whole 

t 

question  nor  even  the  m.ost  Important  part  of  It.  The  crux  . 
of  the  matter  must  rather  be;  what  kind  of  n  Tenno  shall  we 
accept  anew  as  our  sovereign?  Two  thousand  years  ago,  the, 

Hebrev;  people  had  a  slm.llar  question  put  to  them.  The  ansvfer 
they  gave  is  a  matter  of  history.  ’/7hat  shall  we  do?  Shall 
wo  accept  Christ  In  the  person  of ’  the  Tenno,  so  to  speak? 

Tt  would  not  do  to  put  the  matter  before  the  poople  as  a 
religous  Issue,  although,  as  far  as  the  general  public  are 
concerned,  their  very  indifference  to  religion  might,  if 
anything,  facilitate  the  acceptance  of  the  proposition.  Instead 
thereof,  might  it  not  be  made  sc  to  dawn  uron  them  .i?rndvanv 
that,  when  they  are  aware,  the  sun  Is  v/e]l  up  in  the  sky?  ’7e 
have  our  pharisees  and  scribes,  no  doubt,  but  the  decision  In 
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our  base  largoly  rests  wltb  the  '‘irprror  hinsclf.  if  ferns 
and  rituals  ar*"  not  Irtslsted  upon,  if  It  Is  nalnly  a  question 
of  spirit  and  substance,  I  do  not  suppose  that  His  Majesty  ^ 

will  mucy  hesitate  to  espouse  the  Christian  doctrine.  Vcr 
many  centuries  our  ^perors  were  educated  In  Chinese  Classics, 
the  80-callcd  "Imperial  Learning"  consisting,  as  I  xmderstand,  ^ 
largely  in  Confucian  teachings  about  the  "singly  Way";  and  the  ! 

Imperial  rescripts  are  to  this  day  so  full  of  classical  ; 

Chinese  expressions  and  quotations  which  luanv  of  the  people  do  | 

not  understand  at  all.  It  Is  almost  Incompreh'^nslble  why,  i 

while  we  Import^'d  so  freoly  the  fruits  of  Weat-'m  Culture  i 

1 

and  civilization,  little  or  no  notice  has  hitherto  been  tnkai 

of  the  Christian  religion  by  the  Imprrla]  Court.  TV  time  Is 

more  than  ripe  for  a  drastic  change  In  this  r-spoot.  a 

beginning  might  forthwith  be  made  with  the  education  of  the.  '  , 

Crown  Prince.  S  I 

lI 

D3mocracy  Is  the  watchword  of  the  day  and  naturally  all  I 

1 

possible  efforts  must  be  bent  to  the  dcmocrntlzatlcn  of  the  i 

nation  and  the  governm<‘nt.  Democracy,  however.  Is  not  a 

I 

question  of  form,  or  machinery  merely;  It  Is  one  of  spirit  i 

1 

and  of  general  outlook.  Where,  for  Instance,  would  the  American 
democracy  be  without  Its  spiritual  end  Idealist  background? 

In  spite  of  the  comm.unlst  tenet  denying  God  and  den'uinclng 

I 

religion  as  opium,  not  only  had  Soviet  T’ussla  t^  give  back 
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to  tho  people  the  fT'fedom  of  worship,  but  there  Is  sale’  to  be 
on  foot  a  rovenrnt  for  a  now  religion  in  that  country. 
wxtretT’OS  nret,  and  I  should,  not  be  surprised  if  the  aterrie 
age  upon  which  we  have  Just  entered  v/ere  to  prove  at  the  same 
time  a  religious  age  par  excellence  .  It  would  not  do,  there¬ 
fore,  for  the  new  Japan  to  be  taken  up  excl\i3ively  with  political, 
economic  and  social  reforns  alone,  Important  though  they 
undoubtedly  are  . 

In  regard  also  to  the  question  of  the  revision  of  the 
Constitution,  attention  seems  to  be  conerntr'* ted  at  present 
on  the  limitation  .of  tlr;  prerogatives  of  the  soverolgn  and  the 
extension  of  the  rights  of  the  people.  That  is  all  very  well, 
but  those  matters  are  fully  defined  in  constitutions  of  other 
countries  upon  v;hich  we  can  draw  at  will.  So  the  problem  may 
after  all  be  comparatively  simple.  Are  we  not,  however,  going 
to  be  a  ’’peace  at  any  price”  nation?  The  foundation  for 
eternal  pence,  as  the  Imperial  rescript  of  August  15tb  has  it, 
must  surely  be  laid  in  the  new  Constitution.  Provisions 
containing  a  solemn  promise  on  the  part  of  the  ^Tp'^ror  never, 
under  any  circumstances,  to  make  his  subjects  fight  a  war, 
the  right  of  the  people  to  fefuse  military  se>".r5.co  In  any  form 
\inde.r  any  government,  and  the  ncn-epplication  to  martial  uso  of 
any  part  of  the  resources  of  the  country,  must  form  tho  concor- 
stone  of  the  fundamental  law  of  the  new  Japan  If  It  is  seriously 
meant  to  make  her  a  land  of  eternal  peace.  That  w-^uld  be  a 
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totally  new  departure  in  oonstitutlona]  legislation.  After 
the  crushing  defeat  in  war,  and  weltering  in  a  quagmire  of 
tnlaory  resulting  f^om  a  proi'/^acted  campaign  overseas,  wo  ore 
nov/  in  such  a  subdued  mood  L.tat  no  one  ever  dreams  of  another 
war  in  any  measurable  fusure  .  tut  there  be.  many  among  us  to 
whom  renouncing  war  of  any  sort,  under  any  clrcuastnnces 
whatever  and  for  all  time  to  come,  might  appear  quite  another 
thing.  Honest  r«isglv5ng3  might  be  ertert lined  for  wanton 
attacks  from  onr«  continental  neighbours,  or  vain  hopes  might 
still  lurk  in  some  dishonrat  b''3oms  for  a  fundamental  change 
In  international  interests  and  relations.  Surely  it  would 
require,  all  the  courage  .md  dt  te rmlnotion  we  can  muster  to 
take  the  fateful  decision  once  and  for  all.  Unlnss  animated 
by  a  strong  religious  faith,  wo  might  find  the  difficulty 
insurmountable  even  under  the  existing  circumstances.  Here 
also,  or  rather  in  this  connection  particularly,  the  Tenno 
system,  would  prove  an  invaluable,  nay  almost  indispensable 
factor  in  our  new  governmental  structure  .  Honestly  T  do  not 
see  how,  without  Tenno,  a  peace  clause  could  effectively  be 
wrought  into  the  framework  of  the  new  Constitution.  Only  by 
binding  up  that  clause  indissolubly  with  the  pr'^vlslons 
concerning  the  '^poror  and  by  making  that  chapto-o  of  the  code 
unrevisable  except  through  downright  revolution,  can  we.  secure 

t 

eternal  peace  for  this  natlcni 
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Taking  the  l'rnaa1.''n  cnnatltutlon  as  a  model,  rur 
statesmen  cf  the  Melji  Pra  provided  in  the  iprro^.nt  Con¬ 
stitution  for  the  prepragativos  cf  the  Trnno  to  Vad  the 

army  and  navy  and  to  declare  war,  oa  if  it  were  a  matter  of 

« 

course  for  a  sovereign.  Tf  they  had  more  deeply  studied  into 
the  history  cf  Jaian,  they  would  have  found  out  that  no  Pinperor 
since  the  feundatien  of  the  country  ever  bocamo  the  Chief  of 
a  standing  army  cr  navy  and  that  not  a  single  Instance  cf  any 
importance  could  bo  cited  where  th^  Ifr’per-r  ordered  the  nation 
to  engage  in  a  foreign  war  of  any  sort.  Tt  is  a  pity  indeed 
that  on  account  of  those  provisions  in  the  Constitution  the 
sevoreign,  from  T^mperor  Mcijl  down,  was  made  apparently 
responsible  for  the  many  wars  this  natic'n  f'^ught  and  for  the 
resultant  expansion  of  territory,  until  tho  Impression  came 
to  prevail  abr-ad  that  the  Tenno  system,  along  with 

I 

I 
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Ghlntolam,  ib  thtj  prinoiit.1  aourotj  ol’  .Toptii.ooa  .uilittrlau 
Biid  t^rttbsioi.,  ’  '  I.othini,  is  liirthur  froa  the  truth,  i.s  is 

\vell  ki.ov.n,  in  our  Shinto  llteruture  ospoiliul  ei-iphuais  is  per- 
aibtoiitly  ui.d  iiivuriuhly  loid  on  tha  iuijuo’ix  Mission  to  ruii.n 
over  this  l^lnd  in  ^oi-oo'ond  tranquility.  '  In  fact,  uCLides 
the  3o:j:.andiuant  el.<w.y3*to  ro^-”^  v.ucrod  tirror  os  the  si-irit 
of  his  I'eav'july  i-.noestor,  this  tbout  his  possu  iiissj-on  is  the 
outstondinc,  inJur;Ction  ordsinud  u'^on  thd  'i't»x-no_  us  the  ruler  of 
his  people.  vhst  la  v.hy  I  oolieve  that  for  the  'feni^  to 
iaentify'  hirr.seif,  before  his  peoi  lb,  ..ith  the  "^rinoo  of  ^'eaoo'’ 
6B  Christ  is  os Ilea,  uould  not  only  be- per! ootly  netursl  but 
oe  in  fulfil.. oiit  of‘  tno  oolx.sridi;.oi.t  of  his  .-.noestor.  V/ith  a 
Ter.no  ao"  ooheoived,  u  r.o\.'  Constitution  frtir.sa  in  th-.t  spirit, 
snd  s  Christian  ’aoi.-.oorbtio  habit  ol  itind  aultivuted  by  ^h'a 
iaonuroh  and' the  peo(iiplo  alike,  this  oolintry  uill  boloro  vory 
ion^i  bo  turned  into  u  vsritu&le  land  of  otori-ul  pauoe  xn  lact 
as  «<ell  i- s  in  nat.e. 

I  an  sorry,  I.r.  Yoshidu,  to  have  sinj.lad  you  out  for  a 

tarjiut  of  this  lengthy  epistle.  You  probsbly  did  not  oxpeot 

uny  suoh  verbosity  on  ny  part  ..hen  you  tola  :..0  to  put  .sy  iaess 
^  not  ;,ivcn  it  up  .nidv.ay 

in  ’..ritii.t*.  1- everthlaaa ,  il  jou  have 

end  thronn  it  into  the  nastepaper  seakot,  v.ill  you  J:indly  have 

a  Qo^y  c.ade  of  it  and  sent  rour.d  to  fTor.ior  ..hidonur^V  1  uti 

unxious  to  knovv  v.hat  he  xaay  say  to  uy  su^tj““*'ior"*  nuout  tno 

no‘..  Constitution..  T  _ 

■.ith  best  ./ishes  and  v.ar.nest  retards,  I  am, 

Yours  most  fcithfully, 

/a/  T.  hhiratori 
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